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OPA Chairman's Annual Report for the year 2013
We look back fondly after celebrating ‘The Diamond Jubilee’ and the massively successful Olympic Games at Stratford in 2012 as a great time but now experience the New challenges and Threats to Occupational Pensioners, especially those receiving smaller state and some occupational pensions of £4,200 on average. These Threats have arrived or signalled their arrival during 2013/4 pending the continuing austerity and its impact on the UK Economy whilst still recovering from a Financial Recession of 2008/9. We  also move towards 2015/16 and its General Election when we shall be experiencing the full impact of the actual reductions in Benefits and the imposed changeover from RPI to CPI indices in 2013 and which will be compounded by the lower inflationary climate alluded to by the Government and Bank of England. As a result we will need a Major Campaign to protect the value of our Pensions.
Also as Taxpayers we see that the growing tax burden from public sector pensions has been finally addressed whereas in the private sector some of the large deficits in major and smaller defined benefit pension schemes have been allowed to soldier on without any apparent major action. However towards the last half of 2013 we witnessed a change in behaviour of the Pensions Regulator and more significantly The Pensions Protection Fund through the bailing out of the National Coal Board Pension Fund and other schemes where the Employer had become insolvent or former Employer no longer existed. As a result of further engagement with the PPF and a seminar in February we are now seeing change through the Assessment Process &Revised Code of Practice.
As indicated previously in my 2012 Report technical arguments on the replacement of RPI by CPI for Pensions indexation and setting up parallel indices still continue through the NSA/RSS Working Parties. Malcolm Booth and Mike Moriarty (who has taken over the role of the late Gordon Williams) have been available to attend meetings but frankly there have been hardly any to record in 2013. The RPI is no longer a National Statistic.
We have managed by early 2013, with the help of Cyber Central, to undertake some necessary maintenance and then make amendments to the main content of the OPA Website which had been kept up to date and managed by Gordon Williams until Summer of 2012. During 2013 we have introduced some significant changes with the Home Page and access to Meetings Pages etc. In October/November we renewed the Hosting Licence for a further Two Years and The OPA Domain name Licence for a further Ten Years. We also changed our software language from Dreamweaver to Word Press which is much easier to use. I should also like to thank Bernard Potter for keeping the Google Email Network operating during this difficult period and this has now been extended through NFOP to reach a wider population than Gordon Williams achieved. We are awaiting feedback from those who have joined.
John Scholey, as our Treasurer, has coped with a less challenging year in 2013 when the transactions have gone back to a normal situation. As you will see from the Annual Accounts for 2013 as a result of careful budgeting and forecasting we now remain stable and can build up our cash reserves again which will be needed from mid 2014 into 2015 for the Campaign.
Our Council continues to meet regularly every two/three months. It considers various papers put forward to it arising from the work undertaken by Council members together with Malcolm Booth who had joined us in September 2012 after Roger Turner retired. Malcolm is now Chief Executive of the National Federation of Occupational Pensioners. David Reeve who had taken over from Alan Ford in recording Council Meetings has provided great support and in ensuring the accuracy of our proceedings. We continue to meet in London where Community has generously provided the excellent meetings accommodation at Long Acre in Covent Garden. Our AGM’s continue to be held at Lower Sunbury.
Roy Causton has continued very successfully in coordinating a stimulating range of presentations at our Regional Meetings which led to Hugh Evans from Towers Watson and Malcolm McLean undertaking Presentations which were well received.  We are also very grateful to Eric Champion of TEPA and also to the Riverside Arts Centre for the use of its Meeting accommodation at Lower Sunbury. 

In the late Summer we were approached by British American Tobacco Pensioners for membership of OPA and I am pleased to say they have joined OPA. We thank all our Council members (Alternates and recent Co-optees) for their contributions and current attention to the critical issues which we have continued to consider in 2013.
We continue to look for new Council members and welcome any new Nominations.  
Peter Austin   Chair of OPA
April 2014

